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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently retrieve, transmit and display a 
still picture on a transmitting side from a remote 
receiving side through a line. 

CONSTITUTION: In addition to picture data for respective 
still pictures, reduced picture data for displaying the 
outlines of respective still pictures and explanatory 
character information for the still pictures are 
previously stored In a transmitting side storing means, 
the reduced picture data and the explanatory character 
information are transmitted 103 to the receiving side at 
first. On the receiving side, the transmitted , contents 
are displayed, a required picture is selected and the 
selected result is transmitted to the transmitting side 
as a picture transmitting request 105. Since the 
required still picture can be selected only by the 
transmission of the reduced picture data, etc., reduced 
at its information volume, only the selected picture 
data are transmitted in accordance with the selection, 
so that the efficiency of retrieval and transmission can 
be improved. 
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